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Alberto Manguel praises the Hungarian writer L&szI6 Foldényi as “one of the most brilliant essayists of our
time.” Foldényi’s extraordinary Melancholy, with its profusion of literary, ecclesiastical, artistic, and
historical insights, gives proof to such praise. His book, part history of the term melancholy and part analysis
of the melancholic disposition, explores many centuries to explore melancholy’ s ambiguities. Along the way
Foldényi discovers the unrecognized role melancholy may play as a source of energy and creativity in a
well-examined life.

Foldényi beginswith atour of the history of the word melancholy, from ancient Greece to the medieval era,
the Renaissance, and modern times. He finds the meaning of melancholy has always been ambiguous, even
paradoxical. In our own timesit may be regarded either as a psychic illness or amood familiar to everyone.
The author analyzes the complexities of melancholy and concludes that its dual nature reflects the inherent
tension of birth and mortality. To understand the melancholic disposition is to find entry to some of the
deepest questions one' s life.

This distinguished tranglation brings Foldényi’ s work directly to English-language readers for the first time.
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Hoffman:

The book Melancholy (The Margellos World Republic of Letters) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
gpare time. Y ou may use to make your capable alot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when
you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Melancholy
(The Margellos World Republic of Letters) to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your
current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything
if you like start and read a publication Melancholy (The Margellos World Republic of Letters). Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Steven Bemis:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Melancholy (The Margellos World Republic of
L etters) book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt Melancholy (The Margellos
World Republic of Letters) as good book not only by the cover but also by content. Thisis one reserve that
can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.

LeeHenry:

Beside that Melancholy (The Margellos World Republic of Letters) in your phone, it could give you away to
get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you are going to got
here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Melancholy (The Margellos World Republic of L etters) because this book
offersfor you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh
come on, that wil happen if you have thisin the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
guestionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book as
well asread it from at this point!

Deborah Fishman:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Melancholy (The Margellos World Republic of
Letters) aswell as others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a book, you
feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even students especially.



Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any

other book likes Melancholy (The Margellos World Republic of Letters) to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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