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Post-Unification Italy saw an unprecedented rise of the middle classes, an expansion in the production of
print culture, and increased access to education and professions for women, particularly in urban areas.
Although there was still widespread illiteracy, especially among women in both rural and urban areas, there
emerged a generation of women writers whose domestic fiction and journalism addressed a growing female
readership. This study looks at the work of three of the most significant women writers of the period: La
Marchesa Colombi, Neera, and Matilde Serao. These writers, whose works had been largely forgotten for
much of the last century, only to be rediscovered by the Italian feminist movement of the 1970s, were widely
read and received considerable critical acclaim in their day. In their realist fiction and journalism, these
professional women writers documented and brought to light the ways in which women participated in
everyday life in the newly independent Italy, and how their experiences differed profoundly from those of
men.

Katharine Mitchell shows how these three authors, while hardly radical emancipationists, offered late-
nineteenth-century readers an implicit feminist intervention and a legitimate means of approaching and
engaging with the burning social and political issues of the day regarding “the woman question” – women’s
access to education and the professions, legal rights, and suffrage.  Through close examinations of these
authors and a selection of their works – and with reference to their broader artistic, socio-historical, and geo-
political contexts – Mitchell not only draws attention to their authentic representations of contemporary
social and historical realities, but also considers their important role as a cultural medium and catalyst for
social change.
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Wakefield:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you is you don't
know what type you should start with. This Italian Women Writers: Gender and Everyday Life in Fiction and
Journalism, 1870-1910 (Toronto Italian Studies) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world.
Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Archie Williams:

The actual book Italian Women Writers: Gender and Everyday Life in Fiction and Journalism, 1870-1910
(Toronto Italian Studies) has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of
gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this
book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Matthew Schwartz:

The reason why? Because this Italian Women Writers: Gender and Everyday Life in Fiction and Journalism,
1870-1910 (Toronto Italian Studies) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to
snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was
fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards
than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So ,
still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Catherine Stevenson:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book,
and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you is Italian Women Writers: Gender and Everyday Life in Fiction and Journalism, 1870-
1910 (Toronto Italian Studies) this book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now.
This kind of book was represented how does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use to
explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here
is why this book ideal all of you.
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