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In George Washington Williams, John Hope Franklin reconstructs the life of the controversial, self-made
black intellectual who wrote the first history of African Americansin the United States. Awarded the
Clarence L. Holte Literary Prize, this book traces Franklin’s forty-year quest for Williams's story, a story
largely lost to history until this volume was first published in 1985. The result, part biography and part social
history, is a unique consideration of a pioneering historian by his most distinguished successor.

Williams, who lived from 1849 to 1891, had a remarkable career as soldier, minister, journalist, lawyer,
politician, freelance diplomat, and African traveler, aswell as a historian. While Franklin reveals the
accomplishments of this neglected figure and emphasi zes the racism that curtailed Williams's many talents,
he also highlights the personal weaknesses that damaged Williams's relationships and career. Williams led
the way in presenting African American history accurately through the use of oral history and archival
research, sought to legitimize it asafield of historical study, and spoke out in support of an American Negro
Historical Society and as a critic of European imperialism in Africa. He also became erratic and faithless to
his family and creditors and died at the age of forty-one, destitute and alienated from family and friends.
George Washington Williams is nothing less than a classic biography of a brilliant though flawed individual
whose History of the Negro Race in America remains alandmark in African American history and American
intellectual history.
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From reader reviews:
Paul Flynn:

This George Washington Williams: A Biography book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world
isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this guide incredible fresh,
you will get facts which is getting deeper you actually read alot of information you will get. This kind of
George Washington Williams: A Biography without we know teach the one who studying it become critical
in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry George Washington Williams: A Biography can
bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within
your lovely laptop even cell phone. This George Washington Williams: A Biography having fine
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Heather Sessoms;

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually George Washington Williams: A Biography why because
the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.

Marie Griffin:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and George Washington Williams: A Biography
or even others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you
feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those
guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book
likes George Washington Williams: A Biography to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of
book like here.

Martin Duval:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. Y ou can get it by internet on social media. Y ou can choose the
very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching fromit. It isreferred to as of
book George Washington Williams: A Biography. Contain your knowledge by it. Without departing the
printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most crucia that, you must
aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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